
 

Welcome to Strayer Players Music Theater Academy (MTA).  This activity intends 

to  produce two shows however you may choose to do one.  We hope to be able to 

offer a trip to see a show at a theater (not required and there is a cost associated 

with this). We will be working with Ms. Autumn’s School of Dance so there are 

dance opportunities as well as singing and acting!  We are excited about all the 

great things Strayer Players MTA offers your student. 

 

Join our Facebook page @strayerplayersMTA and our Instagram @strayerplayersMTA as updates are 

posted there.  Please join “Remind” now.  Using a text, enter 81010 in your text message “To” field and 

send the word @spmta. You don’t need the app, just a phone that texts. We have a district web page at 

ww.qcsd.org/domain/1614  but that site is less updated.  

  

General Things to Know: 

● Open to grade 6-7-8 students (Grade 6 students will take the shuttle over to Strayer on Strayer 

days and then go home from the Strayer building. Have them sign up in the 6GC choir room). 

● We intend to do 2 shows - a winter and a spring show.  Your student can choose to do one or both. 

● Most rehearsals and ALL SHOWS will be at Strayer. We rehearse in the auditorium, however 

sometimes we may be in the choir room if the auditorium is in use. There are specific times we will 

rehearse at the 6GC with all our students (6-7-8 grade) due to activities at Strayer, as noted on the 

attached proposed calendar, if rehearsal moves, we will notify via Remind and announcements. 

● Rehearsals are for students only, parents may not attend. It is policy.  Thank you. 

● This is a pay to play activity. The district fee is $50 and is paid through the Family ID site if you 

can’t go on-line - bring the check to the district services center to pay. District Policy. 

● We may give out printed parent correspondence to your students at rehearsal. Check with them. 

● IMPORTANT - if a student misses 3 rehearsal dates without having been absent from 

school that day, or without a parent having spoken with the director they may be 

removed from the cast.  We struggled with this a lot last year and it created many issues both 

with other cast members and with rehearsals.  This is a team and all the players need to be there. 

We can flex for Jazz Band sectionals, and have flexed for auditions for music groups as those are 

music department activities.  That said every member of our show team is important.  Please help 

your student remember to go to rehearsal, if they came to school they need to come to rehearsal. If 

a student is out sick or sent home by the nurse - or there is an emergency - let us know ASAP, 

email one of us or text Mrs Q 215-200-0212.  

○ About Sports.  Please choose to do one or the other.  Musical is a big commitment and we 

have tried to work around sports however it simply cannot be done.  We can’t cast kids 

doing sports in named roles.  Even ensemble is a struggle with sports practice and game 

schedules.  It is best to do the musical that falls in their off season. 

○ About Ski Club, it is difficult to do both, they need to plan their 3 missed rehearsals 

around the ski trips.  TECH WEEK IS MANDATORY ATTENDANCE all week - they have to 

be with us that week not at ski club.  We were told by the students last year that they and 

they can get a voucher to go ski another another time, please check with the club on that. 

Assembly week they will be released after the wednesday show in time to go skiing. Please 

weigh this out before committing. 

http://www.qcsd.org/domain/1614


● Students may need to provide small parts of their costumes and in the case of ensemble they may 

need to provide all of their clothing for the show if we can’t fit them all in house.  We do provide a 

list of what is needed and we will encourage you to shop at thrift stores for that. We do not receive 

school funds and so our costume budget is limited. We appreciate your help and understanding. 

● If a trip to see a show is possible we will send home a letter with your student and email a copy to 

the address you provide on the permission slip.  Tickets would be first come first serve, as the 

numbers are limited by tickets and bus seats.  Chaperones are as needed by request. To chaperone 

a parent/guardian MUST have current clearances on file at either the 6th Grade Center or Strayer 

and now must have a current TB test. Please go to www.qcsd.org volunteer page for details. 

● We have attached a t-shirt form for kids to purchase their show shirts. These feature our show logo 

on the front and our group logo (above) on the back.  These are not a required purchase, it 

is optional.  Parents & family members are welcome to order shirts. We only order once. Return 

it to one of the two Directors with a check payable to Strayer Players. 

● Parents are welcome to pick up their student, however, if their ride does not arrive by 4:50 

we must put them on a bus to go home before the bus leaves.  PLEASE BE SURE YOU 

AND YOUR STUDENT KNOW WHICH BUS TO GET ON AND WHICH STOP TO GET OFF.  As a 

club, we aren’t permitted to let students stay past the late bus for a ride…even if it is just due to 

traffic, we have to put them on the bus, sorry but that is school policy. 

● Mrs. Quinn and Mrs. Vanderslice will be working together in directing both shows and our email 

addresses are: mvanderslice@qcsd.org and strayerplayers@gmail.com  

 

About casting.   

● This is an auditioned group, unfortunately not all students trying out will be cast. Much like 

trying out for a sports team, not everyone makes varsity.  Sadly, it just isn’t possible to adequately 

manage 150+ students in a productive and enjoyable way.  

○  this year students who are not cast as a named character or as a part of a named song and 

dance group (chimney sweeps, lost boys, sea creatures, depending on the show) may be 

invited to join the ensemble, which has rehearsals about once a week to learn the music 

they would need to sing during shows (rehearsals may increase if needed). They would also 

come daily during tech week and to every show.  It will be their choice to do ensemble or 

wait and try out for the next show. We hope they choose to stay on with us.  

○ Singing well is important, but... in choosing named cast members we must weigh 

heavily weather a student is cooperative and attentive during rehearsals, and how 

cooperative, or disruptive they were or may be during rehearsals, back-stage, or in prior 

shows.  We also may weigh how many rehearsals and shows students did not attend or had 

to leave very early for other activities outside of school in the past. Also current activities 

they are involved with may impact rehearsal time. We want the show and all of the cast to 

be set up for success.  These are important factors in that success.  

● Our shows are double cast the shows we are considering have 25+ named characters and 

several named groups with groups of students who sing and dance as a named group. There are 

going to be 50+ students with named roles and  20-30 students in named groups who will sing and 

dance in the shows. Students not placed in those groups become the ensemble.  It is a great way to 

stay involved and learn about theater. The Ensemble members should be able to do ski club. 

http://www.qcsd.org/
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● All Named Cast, Named Groups and Ensemble members are required to perform in 

all shows!  (Jazz band overlap will be addressed as needed) 

○ Specifically for our named characters they each will play their named character role in 2 

shows and the night they are not their named character they are required to sing with our 

ensemble. This helps boost our sound and the excitement of the show.  

○ We double cast all characters so if your student is sick on their “on” night and we have to 

swap in the other character, we apologize, the show must go on.  We hope it won’t happen 

but must plan for it. 

○ The 20-30 students we place in our named groups will sing dance and perform all 4 

shows as that named group roll.  This is because they know the dances and song 

harmonies.  

○ We do take attendance at rehearsal, tech week and at shows and a no-show does impact 

casting for the next show.  Don’t be a “no show” when it is the ensemble night. This hurts 

the team and isn’t proper theater conduct. It can also impact future casting choices. 

 

For our 2018 Winter Show we are seeking a license to do Mary Poppins Jr, Peter Pan Jr., or Seusical. We 

will announce the decision following the September 13th School Board Meeting.   Our show dates are 

January 24, 25, 26 with assemblies on the 23 and 24 during school. We DO have a snow 

date… so be sure your student is also available on January 31, February 1 and 2 since snow is 

possible.  Be sure of your availability for those dates before you commit to a named role.  Additionally, we 

do have a cast party right after the last show for ALL the STUDENTS who performed in the shows. 

 

Our Rehearsal Calendar is attached and is posted on the facebook and will be posted to the QCSD page as 

soon as possible.  Rehearsals will be on the dates given.  Yes we may change locations or intended activity 

on those dates due to activities overlapping at Strayer, so PLEASE  JOIN OUR REMIND which sends 

notices via text or email or through the app (optional to have the app).  Tech Week rehearsals are 

Mandatory.  Those happen the week prior to show week and during day 1&2 of show week.  We also need 

our stage crew folks and parent helpers who choose to volunteer (clearances and TB tests required) to 

attend Tech Week as they may be available.  

 

By signing the permission slip  as the parent(s) or guardian(s) of the student you are giving permission 

for your student to participate, and you agree that it is your responsibility to provide a ride home by 

4:50pm. If the ride isn’t here by the time the busses leave you understand that we are required to put 

your student on a late bus.  Be sure your student knows which bus to get on and which is the right stop to 

exit their bus, as well as the best way for them to get home from that bus stop.  

 

Finally, if there is something you feel we need to know in order to work more productively with your 

student, please feel free to contact us. Thank you. 

 

We know it’s a lot of info, but we also know it is better to have it all up front rather than as a surprise. 

Thank you and let’s have a GREAT SEASON. 

 

Sincerely and musically,  

Mrs. Quinn & Mrs. Vanderslice 



PERMISSION SLIP - WINTER 2018 - PLEASE RETURN THIS PAGE TO THE OFFICE AT THE 

6TH GRADE CENTER OR TO MRS V OR MRS Q PERSONALLY. Do not leave in Strayer’s office. 

 

I ___________________________ give permission for _________________________ 

   (Parent/Guardian Name - Please Print)                                               (Student Full Name - Please Print) 

 

to participate in Strayer Players Music Theater Academy for the 2018-19 Winter Show.  I understand it is 

my responsibility to provide after school transportation home or have told my student to take the late 

bus.  If I am picking up but do not arrive by 4:45 to pick up, I agree that my student WILL get on and ride 

the late bus home after rehearsal, and that I have told my student which is the correct bus to take 

and which is the correct bus stop for their exit from the bus.  

 

I understand they must attend rehearsals and can be asked not to participate if they miss 3 

rehearsals unexcused. I also understand Tech Week is mandatory and that all show dates are 

required as part of being in the cast or ensemble. All students are in all shows. Please don’t be a no-show. 

 

My Cell Number is ____________________ ( ) CAN receive texts ( ) CANNOT receive texts 

 

My Child’s Cell Number is ______________ (  ) CAN receive texts (  ) CANNOT receive texts 

 

My Email Address is ___________________________________________    (print clearly)  

 

I am on facebook  Yes (  )  No (  )              My student is on facebook  Yes (  )  No (  ) 

I have signed up for “Remind” notifications by text    Yes (  )   No (   )  

Please sign me up for “Remind” notifications by email Yes (  )   No (   ) 

 

Please use the list on the back to tell us how you would like to help out with the show! We ask that all 

parents pick something they can do to help out. Many hands make light the work.  Thank you. 

 

Parent Signature ______________________________________Date _________ 

 

 

Student Signature _____________________________________Date _________ 

 

PLEASE TURN TO THE BACK FOR LIST OF HELP NEEDED & INDICATE HOW YOU WILL HELP. 

Together we can do wonderful things! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PLEASE CIRCLE THE JOB(S) YOU WOULD BE WILLING TO DO - if clearances and tb are needed 

you must apply immediately to get them because it takes a while. If you have them get them on file 

at the office of the 6gc or Strayer please.  Thanks!  

Jobs we need done With kids? Not with kids? Clearances & TB needed 

T Shirt Sale/Coordinator   X No 

Video Orders/Distribution    X No 

Show Poster Distribution & 

Advertising (Mrs Q designs) 

  X No 

Set Builders (with tools or 

the skills to do so) 

  X No 

Set Painters (bring brushes 

and creativity) 

  X No 

Prop Making & Handling X - if at shows X  - if pre-show only if working the shows 

Measure for Costumes X   Yes 

Fit, Label Costume Parts & 

organize on racks 

X   Yes 

Ticket Sales Each Show   X No 

Doors/Programs at shows   X No 

Concessions if we do it   X No 

Make Up Help X   Yes 

Backstage Crew all shows X   Yes 

Costume Room all shows X   Yes 

Sewing/Mending at shows X   Yes 

Cast Party Coordinators X   Yes 

Chaperones for party X   Yes 

Errand runner show week   X No 

Drops & Set Breakdown   X No 

Costume Return/Mic Return X No 

Group Messenger helper & 

Facebook handler 

  X No 

Kid Wranglers for 

Rehearsals as needed and 

during Tech Week 

  X Yes 

 


